
Tutor profile: Adriana Ficarazzi 

Languages have been Adriana’s life. Born in Trieste, the fourth largest city in the former Austro-
Hungarian empire and situated on the Adriatic sea in the far east of Northern Italy where it 
borders on Slovenia, she grew up in a very stimulating environment. In her grandparents’ time, 
German and Italian were equally taught and people were fluent in two or more languages. Her 
maternal grandfather was a sea captain who spoke 7 languages fluently, while her paternal 
grandfather, a chemist, spoke 4 languages fluently. A feature of Trieste that Adriana remembers 
clearly is La Bora, a very strong wind that sometimes blows in winter. It is so powerful that people 
cannot walk in the street and even public transport is brought to a standstill. 

She recalls that during the Second World War the British and Americans controlled Trieste. They 
liked the city and treated its citizens with respect; it was a pleasant and easy place to live, but 
after the fall of Mussolini in 1945 the Italian government changed all of that and people were 
encouraged to emigrate to countries like the US and Australia. Adriana was married at 19 and 
arrived in Australia shortly afterwards. 

She learnt English through a 
correspondence school and took on a job 
with an insurance company, working on 
their computer. But her love of languages 
led her to compete for, and win, a position 
as a bi-lingual teacher at Melbourne 
University. She taught for three years in 
the country but following the death of her 
husband, she returned to teaching in 
Melbourne.  

She is fluent in English, Italian, Spanish and 
Portuguese and holds a BA in Modern 
Languages and History from La Trobe 
University and a Diploma of Education 
from Melbourne University. She has been 
an oral examiner for Year 12 students and 
has judged a poetry competition. Adriana 
says that there are no Italian teachers with 
degrees anymore because government 
money is spent on teaching Asian 
languages instead.  

 

Adriana recommended including a photo of Trieste, 
rather than one of herself!  This is the Piazza Unita 
d’Italia, taken last year. 

 

Ill-health eventually forced Adriana to quit working, but when someone suggested joining U3A she 
decided to resume teaching Italian, this time at Banyule U3A (then Yarra Valley U3A) where she 
taught for 9 years. Since joining U3A Darebin 6 years ago, she has taught Canasta, firstly with 
Claudia, and now teaches Italian. She also enjoys the Singing for Pleasure and Art Appreciation 
classes at U3A Darebin. 

A very busy life! And despite some difficult health issues, Adriana still finds time to travel around 
Australia and to find pleasure in her home and garden. 
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